of the PROVINCE of MARYLAND. 11

and fapplication, humbly and devoutly implore the blefling, fupport, and protection ol
Almighty Gud, for the prefervation of the rights and liberues of America, nad the re-
ftorztion of peace, union, and happinefs to the Britith empire.

This Convention, taking into confideration, that the time propofed for the mecting
of the next Continental Congrefs is near at hand, and that itis highly expedient, that
the delegates of this province fhould attend the faid Congrefs as early in their feflion as
may be, where the ftate of the city and colony of New-York, as well as the circum-
ftances of the other colonies and provinces, may be beft known, and meafures for the
fecurity of the city and colony of New-York, as well as the fafety of all Britifh Ame-
rica, be beft concerted and provided for. And whereas it is now aitogether incertain
when an anf{wer may be received to the letter fent on Saturday laft to the committee of
correfpendence in the city of Philadelphia, and it being neceffary that the members of
this Convention fhould return to their refpective counties; it is therefore REsoLVED,
That this Convention do now rife.—And it is reccommended to fuch of the countics in
this p ovince, where it may be neceflary, forthwith to m.ke choice of deputies to re-
prefent them in a2 Provincial Convention, to be hdld in the city of Annapolis, ou
Monday the 22d of May, unlefs an earlier or later day fhould be appointed by the de-
legates of this province, or any three of them, appointed to attend the Continental
Congtefs. -
The following were received by return of the exprefs fent by the Provincial Conven-

tion-to the committee of correfpondence for Philadelphia.
Gentlemen, Philadelphia, May 1, 1775,

WE have duly received your favour of the 2gth ult.  As the accounts frem New-
York were not handed to this committee through a channel that gave us the fatisfac-
tion we could with ; and as they were very important, we thought proper immediately
to difpatch fome of our members to that place, in order that they might, on the {pot,
learn the true fituation of affairs there, and what the inhabitants of New-York expecl
from the fouthern colonies. On their return, or on the receipt of any certain intells-
gence, we fhall immediately communicate the particulars to you.

In mean time we have to inform you, that, upon the receipt of the late intelligence,
this city and county immediately took the alarm, and are arming and forming with Il
poflinle expedition ; and, by accounts from the other ceunties in this piovince, the
tame fpirit prevails every where ; and we hope, in a fhort time, we 1a4ll be in a con-
dition to unite eur efforts with the reft of the colonies.

Inclofed we fend you a letter from Newport, Rhode-Ifland, which contains a parti-
cular account of the fituation of affairs to ihe eaftward, together with fome important
intelligence. ‘ By order of the committee,

JOHN NIXON, chairman,
To Matthew Ti'ghman, Efgq; Chairman of the Provincial Convention
of the province of Maryland, now fitting at Annapolis.

Gentlemen, Newport, April 25, 12%5.
YOU have, without deubt, before this time, heard of the bloody, favage maflacre
of a number of the inhabitants of Lexington, a town about 12 miles north-weft from
Bofton, perpetrated by a detachment of about 1200 of the king’s troops, and what en-
{uea thereon. We inclofe you two accounts, which may be more particulur than any
you have yet received : The one was brought us by a gentleman who left Cambridge
_on Thurfday laft in the foremoon, and is contained in the hand-billy the other is in
the news-paper.  Sincc we received thefe gccounts, we have been credibly inform;:d,
3 ‘ that



